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Hello members, 
  
We almost had a glimpse of spring last week, but no, not yet, still a few cold days 
ahead of us. However, the frogs are very busy in the local ponds and there is egg 
spawn in abundance already.  We have a really busy year ahead of us with some 
terrific speakers lined up. Thanks Norma, I am not sure how we shall manage once 
you hand the reins over.  
 
We will have retiring members at the AGM and we need to replace them.  This is 
your Guild; please do consider nomination for the Committee. Jenifer Ferguson is 
retiring as membership Secretary. Caroline Murray Gourlay has kindly agreed to 
incoporate the Membership Secretary role into the Treasurers role. This makes 
sense as the two roles are closely aligned.  However Norma is also retiring. Norma 
has always arranged the programme for us and she will be missed greatly. She has 
said she will be happy to mentor the new incumbent. Anita is also standing down so 
we will also need committee members. There will be two committee positions to fill 
as well as the role of Programme Organiser. Thank you to all of you who have 
served. Without you the Guild would not prosper. 
  
We also have a two day Fleece Fair this year with 15th June for fleece sales and 
16th June for open workshops and sales stands. We are hoping some of the events 
could be outside if the weather is kind to us.  Do remember there will be overnight 
camping and access to the hall on the Saturday evening.  For those a little less 
adventurous there is the Farthings Hotel in the Village and some good value B&B in 
the Travel Lodge and Premier Inns on the outskirts of Taunton at junction 25 of the 
M5. 
  
I hope you have all had a productive winter and are looking forward to spring 
projects. 
  
 
 
 
Jan Newton 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Message from the Chair 
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Guild Competitions 

. 
 
Spinning Competition 2012 
 

 
 
All entries are welcome. We know that some people do not enter because they are 
self conscious about their work. We want members of all skill levels to feel 
comfortable about entering. We have a lot of new members and we encourage you 
to join in. The competitions are judged on the interpretation of the theme. You can be 
creative as a beginner at your craft.  Please enter! 
 
Dyeing Competition: April Guild meeting 
Spinning and Weaving Competitions:    November Guild meeting 

 
 

Guild Survey 
 

Many thanks to all of you who participated in the survey last month. We have had a 
positive response, particularly from members who attended the last Guild meeting. 
The feedback is very valuable and helps the Committee to run the Guild. 
 
The results will be published in the form of a report for the AGM. The Committee will 
use the information to inform the way the Guild is organised  in the future. Any 
recommendations for change will be brought to the AGM. 
 
If you have not yet filled in a survey form and would like to participate, forms will be 
available at the March meeting or  by contacting the Guild Secretary, Janet Maher. 
We do want to hear your views! 

 
 
 
 

Marilyn Biggs receiving the spinning 
trophy for her entry into the spinning 
competition with a theme of “thick 
and thin “ 
 
Competitions 2013 
 
The theme for all three Guild 
competitions will be “three of a kind”. 
Please use your imagination to 
interpret what this means. It could be 
three colours or three fibres or three  
??? 
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Guild Services 
 

Sales Table 
 

The sales table is one of those Guild services that we all use and which raises 
valuable funds for the Guild. Although we do have items that are spinning and 
weaving related, we also sell items that are totally unrelated to Guild crafts. We have 
sold a wide variety of items including honey, eggs, books, plants, meat, fruit and 
jewellery. 

 
We welcome people bringing along items to sell. There are a few points to remember 
when you want to sell something: 
 
• Please let Ruth Chase or one of the Guild Committee know if you have 

something to sell as we have to ensure there is enough space for all 
contributions on the sales table 

• Please provide an itemised list with price and label the goods with a price 
• Please ensure there are not too many items of one sort to allow plenty of choice 

for all 
 

A commission of 10% is taken by the Guild for sales and supports Guilds funds. The 
sales table finishes at 1.00 pm to be ready for the Speaker of the day. 
 
Please contact Ruth Chase with any queries. 

 
Volunteers Needed 
 
All the services provided by the Guild are for the benefit of members. In order to 
continue with services like the sales table and the library, we need volunteers. 
 
For the sales table, we need people who would be happy to support Ruth Chase. 
Duties would involve manning the table and ensuring goods are paid for. With more 
volunteers, time spent manning the table is reduced. 
 
The same applies to the library to support Miranda, Ellen and Janet. We need 
volunteers for two tasks: 
 

• Getting the books in and out of the lock-up. We appreciate not everyone can 
help with this but for the fit ones among you, we need help 

• Manning the library, which involves ensuring books and journals are booked 
in and out correctly.  

 
Without your support we cannot guarantee to provide these services at every 
meeting.  
 
For the sales table please let Ruth know if you can help. For the library, contact 
Miranda, Janet or Ellen 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Spinning Wheels of The National Trust: Val Bryant 
September 15th 2012 

 
 
It was a real treat to have Val Bryant visit our guild on the 
15th September, not only is she an extremely 
experienced and knowledgeable spinner, but she was 
also my first boss! Nearly 20 years ago Val Bryant 
worked at Quarry Bank Mill, Styal, Cheshire, a working 
cotton mill/museum now owned by the National Trust.  
She ran the craft courses and the Cottage Industry 
gallery, I was her assistant, and it was my first job after 
completing university.  Seeing her again was a weird 
time warp, she had not changed in the slightest – it must 
be the Cheshire air. 
 
Val came to talk to us about her research into the spinning wheels owned by the 
National Trust.  She had been given a Pasold Research Grant to view, record and 
research the wheels. Her talk was fascinating and a real insight into how her 
research had led her around the country. I was most heartened to see how she had a 
real, almost nerdy/anorak fascination with the wheels and was finding wheels made 
by the same people in different areas. Tiny details and obscure makers marks led 
her to various houses and places.  She is like a private investigator, picking up 
details like a forensic scientist, searching for clues! 
 
Val’s husband is the famous David Bryant, 
maker of fine spinning wheels and 
reproduction wheels.  Of course where 
she went with her research he followed 
and was able to provide a maker’s opinion 
on all the wheels that she was able to 
view.  The two of them devised a form 
with which to record the wheels and the 
categories on this form had to change the 
more that they discovered.  Val now has a 
database of over 800 wheels. 
 
The talk took us from some Roman whorls that her local car salesman gave her to a 
wheel made for the Rothschilds from gold and tortoise shell.  Val showed us lovely 
slides of vertical wheels, cottage wheels, boudoir wheels and ladies wheels, with 
some charming illustrations from medieval sources.  Val started her research with a 
wheel maker in Shetland, a Mr H Sanderson who made boats in the winter.  There 
were many wheel makers in Scotland, in 1751 loom and wheel makers had to mark 
their pieces with their name, surname and residence.  This has really helped with the 
recording and the tracking of wheels.  Val stated that “Spinning wheels are not 
pieces of furniture, they are to be used”, after she records them, David restores them 
and Val makes sure that they are able to spin a thread. 
 
Val’s research took her to Frogmore House to record a wheel made by Thomas Nimo 
in 1850.  She had to undergo very strict security, but once in the house she was 
given tea and biscuits at the Queen’s kitchen table!  She has also been to Osbourne 
House and recorded the wheel made by John McGlasham in 1866.  It was made for 
Queen Victoria and has a fancy metal plate with his name attached to the wheel.   
 

 
Val and David Bryant 
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The Queen did like to spin, and had many wheels made for her, Val says that she 
preferred the plain type and would give away the more fancy ornate ones. 
 
Val’s obsession lead her to contact Douglas Herd’s wife Judy after seeing her 
distressed wheel in a photo of her “favourite room” in a Sunday supplement.  She 
was welcomed in and was able to restore it with an armed guard outside!  Not all of 
her work is well displayed, at Calke Abbey Val totally restored a dismantled wheel, 
which is now lying on a bed in a cluttered room.  Her most recent recording was of a 
wheel that had been given to the Austin family (Jane Austin), which was made 
between 1768 and 1802, David restored it and it is worth several thousand pounds. 
 
The talk ended with Val inviting us up to look at the wheel she had brought with her 
and the many volumes of her illustrated database.  She spoke passionately about 
her research and she gave us technical detail as well a simple facts so that we were 
all able to enjoy her work.  She set me straight about the colours of ribbon that linen 
stricks are tied with: pink/white if you are unmarried, blue if you are married and 
green if you are a widow.   
 
Talitha Clarke 
 
PS: Before Val’s talk I was chatting with her and David and they mentioned that our 
guild was very current with website use, how exciting our fleece fair sounded and 
what a lively bunch we were.  They have visited many guilds and I was genuinely 
proud and that they were thrilled by ours. 
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Members Day 
17th November 2012 

 
 

Once again, Members Day proved a great success with lots of different skills being 
shared. New and long-time members had the opportunity to learn with taster 
sessions in seven different areas. 

 

 
Jim Doust demonstrating different types of braiding 

 
  
We had the following demonstrations: 
 
Peg loom:           Marilyn Biggs Braiding:            Jim Doust 
Drop spindle:      Helen Cridland Inkle Loom:        Ann Langrishe 
Rag rugs:           Jan Newton Fine spinning:    Patricia Ilsley 
Dorset buttons:  Amanda Hannaford  
 
There is always a real buzz in the room when these sessions take place. There is a 
wealth of skill in the Guild and, as one of our main principles is education and 
passing on the skills, this day lives our purpose. We want to develop what we do on 
this day by taking the message to the general public. We hope to do this on the 
second day of the Fleece Fair, which will be an open day. See the separate piece on 
this later in the Newsletter. 
 
For members old and new, do keep telling us what you want to see on this day. 
There will be another one in November 2013. 
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Needle Felting and Embellishing: Sandra Coleridge  
16th February 2013 

 
 

Sandra started her creative career in embroidery after being bowled over by an 
exhibition she went to see. She did a City and Guilds in Creative Embroidery, which 
involved exams and submitted pieces of work. She has taken part in exhibitions with 
the Embroiderers Guild. She got to know Val Campbell Harding who took Sandra 
under her wing. 

     

 
She likes to use wool felt for garments, which she sources commercially. For bags 
and hats, she uses acrylic felt. Sandra inspired us and there was a real scramble to 
experiment with the six machines she had brought along. She showed us some 
wonderful examples of garments and bags she had made. She showed us how to 
customise our own work. 
 
 

 
 
 
Sandra has an exhibition at Killerton House running to the end of March. She now 
creates the most wonderful embellished pictures, an example of which can be seen 
on the front cover. 
 

    Sandra started to work with Janome trying 
    out the prototypes of their embellishing 
    machines. She completed many projects  
    and they gave her six machines. She has 
    gone from strength to strength combining 
    embellishing with embroidery.  
 
    She showed us how to use the machine to 
    make felt. The process can be started out         
    with the machine and then completed as  
    wet felting. The process of making can be  
    speeded up considerably this way. The    
    machine can also be used for nuno felting.  
 
  
 

Sandra uses black felt as a base for 
embellishing as she has found that 
designs stand out more effectively 
this way. She showed us how she 
made the flowers decorating the hat 
in the above picture. 
 
There were so many ideas for people 
and the mini workshop ended all too 
soon for most of us. There was such 
a lot of interest that Guild may 
consider running a separate 
workshop dedicated to embellishing. 
 
Sandra gave us details of the website 
she uses for all her supplies:  
www.knitting4fun.co.uk 
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Coming to the Guild 
 

April 2013: Spinning Art Yarns with Jill Shepherd 
 
Jill was born in the East End of London. She has completed several degrees in 18th 
century textile history at University of Birmingham.  A textiles teacher from Bath Spa 
University, she has been teaching in schools and colleges for the last ten years. 
 
She is well known for her enthusiastic embrace of all things yarn and cloth related, 
and, armed with a plethora of skills and an abiding love of colour, Jill has worked 
throughout the UK in schools, colleges, festivals and Guild meetings, as well as 
exhibiting nationally.  She is known to be an entertaining speaker. 
 

May 2013: Elizabethan Textiles of Hardwick Hall with Dr 
Gillian White 
 
Dr Gillian White has been thoroughly recommended by Leamington Spa & Warwick 
Branch who have asked her to speak at the Autumn Conference in 2013.  She is a 
NADFAS speaker and has talked to them about 'Bess of Hardwick', a powerful 
woman for her time who made Hardwick Hall the heritage we have today. She is an 
historian by training and began her curatorial career at the Warwickshire Museum. 
She worked for the National Trust as Curator at Hardwick Hall and then left to do a 
PhD at Warwick about Hardwick. She now works as a freelance lecturer. 
 
June 2013: Fleece Fair and Open Day 
 
We will be running the Fleece Fair as usual on Saturday 15th June. A new venture for 
the Guild, we will be running an Open Day on Sunday 16th June for the general 
public. As well as being in line with the education purpose of our Guild, we also want 
to have the opportunity to have some informal fun together on the Saturday evening. 
Camping is available on the Green and we will do a shared barbeque (bring your 
own tipple!). 
 
We want to provide a varied and enjoyable experience for visitors so we will need a 
lot of volunteers to demonstrate, work in the kitchen and support generally. Your 
level of skill is not important as we have many jobs that do not involve demonstrating 
or teaching.  
 
If you can do anything at all, please tell Talitha (Committee member), Jan (Chair), 
Steph or Janet (Secretary). We will brief you at each Guild meeting on progress of 
the plans. 
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Possible Additional Guild Workshops 2013 

 
Dye Workshop 
 
Many of you have commented on how sad it was that we had to cancel the Dye Day 
in January due to the snow. The programme for 2013 is already fully booked so we 
are looking at running an additional workshop in August, on a Saturday.  In many 
ways a separate Dye Day is advantageous as we can deal with the Health and 
Safety aspects more easily in a dedicated workshop. We can also focus more time 
on those of you who are new to dyeing or want to learn more. Dye pans, hot rings 
and microwaves do not then surround those who are not interested.  
 
Embellishing Workshop 
 
Following the inspiring mini workshop with Sandra Coleridge, we are exploring the 
possibility of setting up a separate practical workshop for those wanting to learn 
more. Again we need to know who would be interested. 
 
Wingham Wool Sampler Day 
 
Wingham Wool offer sampling workshops, an opportunity to work with a vast range 
of fibres from their stocks with the opportunity to buy direct and save on postal 
charges. They bring a large van loaded with lots of boxes, bags, equipment and 
packets of fibres.  From the stock on display visitors are allowed to sample, spin or 
felt any of the loose stock of fibres free of charge. These range from many of types of 
wools, silks & synthetics to cashmere and other exotic fibres. To get an idea of the 
range of fibres have a look at their web site. There is no charge for the fibres spun 
during the workshop. 
 
They also give advice on the spinning of fibres and if time allows demonstrations of 
some spinning methods will be given. Normally they have one or two display wheels 
that can be used but to get the best out of the day you should bring your own wheel. 
If time allows basic servicing of wheels will be undertaken free of charge.  

If you would be interested in this sampler day, we would like to know. 

…………………………………………….. 

 

There will a charge for the additional workshops. How much will depend on the 
interest we get – the more people, the cheaper the day. Lots of members have asked 
for additional workshops but we cannot plan without knowing possible numbers. 
 
If you are interested in any of the above three workshops, please contact Janet 
Maher, Guild Secretary. Janet will need email notification or a written note so that 
numbers can be collected 
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Local and National Forthcoming Events 

 

 
 
27th - 28th April 2013:     Wonderwool Wales, Builth Wells  

 
28th - 29th June 2013:    Woolfest, Cockermouth, Cumbria  

 
…………………………………………….. 

 
April and October 2013: Janet Phillips Master Class  
 
A home/studio study course in woven fabric design. Enrolling now for courses 
starting in April and October 2013. Please see website for more details: 
www.janetphillipsweaving.co.uk 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Somerset Spinners and Weavers Workshop 
Staplehay, Taunton TA3 7HG 

 
 

Open Days 2013 
10th and 11th May 

 
 
 

Come and visit us ………. You’ll be warmly welcomed 
 

Handwoven Articles for Sale 
 

For further information contact: 
Sarah Downer 01823 601245 or Anne Kennard 01460 234650 
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For Sale 
 
 
Somerset Mohair 
 

 
 
Contact: Jo Woodland, North Curry 
Phone:   01823 491608 
Email:     jowoodlanduk@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Weaving Bench 

       

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mohair produced from a small family run herd of 
Angora goats in the heart of Somerset.  
 
Products: 
100g washed mohair              £2.50 
100g washed kid mohair         £3.00 
50g washed & dyed mohair         £2.00 
50g washed & dyed kid mohair      £2.50 
 
Larger quantities washed/unwashed or dyed also 
available. Carded batts for spinning /felting also 
available on request.   
 
This is a natural product processed by hand at 
home on a small scale – there may be a very small 
amount of natural contamination in the mohair – 
mainly small bits of hay or plant seeds – easily 
picked out and will usually fall out as you handle the 
mohair. 
 

Leclerc weaving bench for 36” Artisat   weaving loom. Ten years 
old but as new. Lots of storage. This was on the loom 
exchange. Any reasonable offers considered. 
 
Please contact Maureen Gibson: 
01935 814125 
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Programme 2013 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Meetings begin at 10.30am at 
Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall 

Talks begin at 1.45pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
19th January  
Members Dye Day 
Preparing for Dye Competition 
Meeting cancelled 
 
16th February    
Embellishing Demonstration 
Needle Punch Felting 
Sandra Coleridge 
Committee Meeting 
Soup and Bread Lunch 
 
 
16th March 
How I Got Started 
Sara’s Texture Crafts 
Sara Millis 
Sara’s Sales Table am 
 
 
20th April 
Spinning Art Yarns 
Jill Shepherd 
Talk at 11.15am, Mini Workshop pm 
Committee Meeting 
Dyeing Competition 
 
18th May 
AGM 11.00 am 
The Elizabethan Textiles of 
Hardwick Hall 
Dr Gillian White  
 
 
 

 
 
 
15th & 16th June 
Fleece Fair Saturday 
Open Day for Visitors Sunday 
Evening Get Together for Guild 
Members (camping on Green if wanted) 
 
20th July 
British Rare Breed Sheep and the 
Work of the RBST 
Richard Broad, RBST Field Officer 
Committee meeting 
 
21st September 
The Costumes at Killerton House 
Shelley Tobin  
Costume Curator, Killerton House 
Committee Meeting 
 
19th October 
Travels and Textiles: A Wander 
around Rajasthan & Gujurat 
Tiggy Rawlings 
 
 
16th November 
Members Day: Sharing our Work 
Past, Present and Future 
Discussion of projects with each other 
Open sales day –bring unwanted 
textiles/goods/fibres for sale 
Committee Meeting 
Soup and Bread Lunch 
Spinning and Weaving competitions 


